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 Can God use us (to His glory) 
despite our failures?

 Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened?

 A Brief History of Blind Spots
 A Step on the Pathway to 

Peace



  

Can God use us (to His glory) 
despite our failures?



  

Can God use us (to His glory) 
despite our failures?

 Real failures, not 
just weaknesses

 God does not use 
us because of 
them

 But He uses us 
despite the 
failings



  

Can God use us (to His glory) 
despite our failures?

 But He uses us 
despite the 
failings

 The Divine 
Alchemist Who 
turns our Lead 
into Gold



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened?

 In the first part of 
Numbers chapter 
11, "God rescues 
us, even from the 
pit of despair". 



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 Moses' collapse 
from overwork 
and un-ending 
complaints



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 Moses' collapse 
from overwork 
and un-ending 
complaints

 70 elders are 
called out for 
commissioning as 
Moses' helpers

 they burst out in 
prophesying



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 two, Eldad & 
Medad don't 
come

 word is brought to 
Moses

 they stay in the 
camp, yet also 
receive the Spirit 
and prophesy the 
word of God 



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 Joshua, Moses 
assistant, is 
indignant 

 "Moses my lord, 
stop them!" v28

 Moses' replies "are 
you jealous, 
zealous, envious 
for my sake?"



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 God fulfills His 
promise about 
the meat

 that same day 
quail by the 
millions fall 
around the camp



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Facts Retold 

 God judges the 
people with a 
plague

 while they eat 
what they had 
lusted after, 
despising what 
God had given 
already.



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Results

 Moses, the worn-
out man of God 
failed in his faith 
for a time

 but is restored and 
serves God 40 
years 



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Results

 Eldad & Medad 
failed to come

 (perhaps unwilling 
to share the load 
with Moses) but 
God commissions 
them anyway  



  

Setting the Scene - What Had 
Happened? - The Results

 Joshua, the 
younger man of 
God, shows a 
rash & harsh 
spirit,

 with many blind-
spots, & needs 
many lessons 
from God, but will 
also serve God 
and the people 
many years. 



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots

 Trucks have them



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots

 Trucks have them
 Cars have them



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots

 Trucks have them
 Cars have them
 People have them!



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
Joshua had his blind spot

 could not see 
Moses' failings,

 could not see that 
Eldad & Medad 
were still doing 
God's will,

 could not see his 
own failings 



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
Joshua had his blind spot

 hero worship does 
this

 my party, 
 my team, 
 my church, etc. is 

right!
 my position, my 

opinion, my 
reputation! 



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
Joshua had his blind spot

 Zeal, enthusiasm, 
earnestness, of 
young (in 
maturity) 
Christians is 
precious,

 but often lacks 
wisdom, balance 
and especially 
humility 



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
New Testament Joshuas

 James and John, 
the "Sons of 
Thunder"

 background - "We 
are the greatest!"

 John forbids a man 
doing good

 Jesus' answer - "Do 
not forbid him!" 



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
New Testament Joshuas

 Later, some  
villagers reject 
Jesus



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
New Testament Joshuas

 Later, some  
villagers reject 
Jesus

 James & John want 
to command fire 
from heaven to 
burn them up

 'Wrong James, 
wrong John!'

 Zeal without 
knowledge



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

"In necessary things unity,

in doubtful things liberty,

in all things charity"

Richard Baxter



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

 "bigotry" is a 
nasty sounding 
word

 so is the thing 
itself; selfish 
holding of a view 
out of balance 
with the truth



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

 Bigotry is NOT the 
same as 
contending for 
the faith

 Contending for the 
faith is majoring 
on the major 
truths of God



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

 Bigotry is holding 
minor truths out 
of balance

 it is the spirit that 
condemns others 
because they are 
not perfect



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

 the sin of divisions 
& bitterness 
between 
Christians over 
minor issues



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

             "By this all 
will know that you 
are my disciples, if 
you have love for 
one another"Jn 
13:35

 We disgrace Christ 
by needless 
disputes and 
lovelessness



  

A Brief History of Blind Spots
A Man is NOT Useless to God 

Because He Doesn't Serve 
God the Same Way We Do

             "that they all 
may be one...that 
the world may 
believe that you 
sent me" 

they won't if we 
aren't!



  

A Step on the Pathway to 
Peace



  

A Step on the Pathway to 
Peace

How to handle differences

 Does a person fear 
God & love 
Christ?

 Hate their sin & 
look to Christ 
alone to save 
them?

 Long to be holy & 
to serve their 
precious Master?



  

A Step on the Pathway to 
Peace

An example from history

 Charles Simeon 
meets John 
Wesley (Calvinist 
& Arminian, so 
called).



  

"Sir, I understand that you are called an 
Arminian; and I have been sometimes 

called a Calvinist; and therefore I suppose 
we are to draw daggers. But before I 

consent to begin the combat, with your 
permission I will ask you a few questions.

Pray, Sir, do you feel yourself a depraved 
creature, so depraved that you would never 
have thought of turning to God, if God had 

not first put it into your heart?"

"Yes, I do indeed."



  

"And do you utterly despair of 
recommending yourself to God by anything 

you can do; and look for salvation solely 
through the blood and righteousness of 

Christ?"

"Yes, solely through Christ."



  

"But, Sir, supposing you were at first saved 
by Christ, are you not somehow or other to 

save yourself afterwards by your own 
works?"

"No, I must be saved by Christ from first to 
last."

"Allowing, then, that you were first turned 
by the grace of God, are you not in some 

way or other to keep yourself by your own 
power?"

"No." 



  

"What then, are you to be upheld every 
hour and every moment by God, as much 

as an infant in its mother's arms?"

"Yes, altogether."

"And is all your hope in the grace and 
mercy of God to preserve you unto His 

heavenly kingdom?"

"Yes, I have no hope but in Him." 



  

"Then, Sir, with your leave I will put up my 
dagger again; for this is all my Calvinism; 

this is my election, my justification by faith, 
my final perseverance: it is in substance all 
that I hold, and as I hold it; and searching 

therefore, if you please, instead of  out 
terms and phrases to be a ground of 

contention between us, we will cordially 
unite in those things wherein we agree." 



  

A Step on the Pathway to 
Peace

The fact that God uses us despite 
our failings is to teach us:-

 humility, the seed-
bed of Christian 
virtues

 through this humility, 
a heart increasingly 
filled with thanks

 a heart of true charity 
to others



  

May God help us to love one 
another truly

 That is, on basis of 
His revealed 
truth

 and to rather say, 
as Joshua ought 
to have, "Moses 
my lord, 
encourage them, 
to keep serving 
God, and to serve 
Him better".



  

For the full notes of this 
message...

 Go to 
tardus.net

 Click on “MyGod”
 Look down the list 

for “God Uses Us 
Despite Our 
Failings”
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